Campaign Information for Candidates

It is the responsibility of the candidate to research rules and regulations
relating to campaigning. Ordinances may differ between cities and villages.
The following information is provided as a convenience; candidates should

always check with the appropriate office, or subdivision regarding
campaigning questions.

Contact Information:

Nebraska Department of Roads —402-471-4567

City of Hastings — Development Services — 402-461-2368

Village of Juniata: 402-751-2687
Village of Kenesaw: 402-752-3222
Village of Holstein: 402-756-5165
Village of Roseland: 402-469-8767

Adams County Clerk: 402-461-7107




From the Nebraska Department of Transportation Website:

http://www.nebraskatransportation.org/roway/pdfs/campaign-signs-02.pdf
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Campaign signs are one of the most visible aspects of a campaign. Frequently, over
zealous campaign workers place signs where they violate state and/or federal laws. In
some instances, illegal signs pose a threat to public safety, especially where they
appear in intersections, medians, on bridges, utility poles or along side walks. Other
times signs are placed on public property or private property without the owner's
permission.

The Mebraska Department of Roads receives many calls each year regarding political
signs, and the laws that govern their use. This information has been prepared to inform
candidates and political committees about the laws that govern the use of political signs.
In addition, information is provided about the penalties for non-compliance.

Signs on the highway right of way

= Mo campaign signs, posters, political advertisements shall be placed within a
highway's right of way.

# This includes intersections, medians, entrance and exit ramps, sidewalks, and the
ditches and land that make up the right of way bordering the length of each highway.

= Markers, fence-lines, or the placement of utility poles can often be used to visually
determine the “right of way".

= Maintenance crews of the Nebraska Department of Roads will remove any signs that
are improperly placed within the state highway right-of-way. These signs will be
stored for a brief period of time in State Roads Department maintenance yards
across the state, where the owners can reclaim them.

* Those needing further information concerning the boundaries of right-of-way
corridors should contact their Nebraska Department of Roads® district office. NDOR
district offices are located in Lincoln, Omaha, Norfolk, Grand Island, Bridgeport,
Morth Platte, McCook and Ainsworth.

Signs on private property
= Nebraska State laws that comply with the Federal Highway Beautification Act

prohibit the erection of new advertising signs adjacent to certain routes, unless
specifically authorized by law or rule and regulation.



http://www.nebraskatransportation.org/roway/pdfs/campaign-signs-02.pdf

« These laws are cited as Neb. Rev. Stat. 39-201 to 39-226.

« Puolitical signs are considered to be a Class 11l advertising signs, which are only
allowed in zoned or unzoned commercial or industrial areas and require a permit
with the Nebraska Dept. of Roads.

= To review the rules and regulations click here (rules).

« To review the routes controlled click here (routes).

= |f you don't want to erect a new sign your campaign message may be placed on
already existing, legally permitted billboards by agreement with the owner of the
sign.

« Chapter 39-221 states that any person, firm, company, or corporation violating any
of the provisions of sections 39-212 to 39-222 shall be guilty of a Class V
misdemeanor.

The Nebraska Department of Roads requests your compliance with the State Law and
with the rules and regulations. Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated.

From the City of Hastings Website

https://www.cityofhastings.org/news/latest-news/2026/03/16/city-provides-insight-for-political-signs/

City provides insight for political signs

As the election season approaches for local, state, and federal elections, the City of Hastings would like to
provide candidates and their supporters with information on regulations for signs that are customanly used for
political campaigns.

Common examples of temporary signs include the following, event banners, political signs and 18-inch by 24-
inch poster signs. As a reminder, these signs are exempt from sign-permit requirements if they are 5 square feet
or under.

The City of Hastings regulates signs, including temporary signs, which are typically used for political
campaigns. The purpose of the regulations is to maintain safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists, and to
preserve the character and integrity of neighborhoods, commercial areas, and roadways. The complete
regulations can be found in the City’s Code of Ordinances in Section 54-401.

Here 1s a summary of the applicable regulations for temporary signs:

All sign(s) shall remain on private property. The Adams County and City of Hastings online mapping site
can be used to generally determine the line between private property and public right-of-way here.

All sign(s) cannot obstruct the vision clearance zone, as defined by the City Code of Ordinance Section
54-406 (BO).

Poster signs exceeding 5 square feet require a sign permit which will be valid for 6 months.

Please note that the signs listed in Section 54-406 (B)12 are prohibited in all zoning districts in the City of
Hastings.

Thank you to candidates and their supporters for adhering to these regulations. Please feel free to contact
Development Services Director Kevin Kubo at 402-461-2368 or by email if you have any questions.

Published Date: 03/16/2026



https://www.cityofhastings.org/news/latest-news/2026/03/16/city-provides-insight-for-political-signs/

Nebraska State Statute Regarding Electioneering

§32-1524. Electioneering; dissemination of information or materials;
circulation of petitions; prohibited acts; penalty.

(1) No judge or clerk of election or precinct or district inspector shall do any
electioneering or disseminate information or materials advertising or advocating for
or against any ballot measure while acting as an election official.

(2) No person shall do any electioneering, disseminate information or materials
advertising or advocating for or against any ballot measure, or circulate petitions
within any polling place or any building designated for voters to cast ballots by the
election commissioner or county clerk pursuant to the Election Act while the polling
place or building is set up for voters to cast ballots or within two hundred feet of the
entrances to any such polling place or building except as otherwise provided in
subsection (4) of this section.

(3) No person shall do any electioneering or disseminate information or materials
advertising or advocating for or against any ballot measure within two hundred feet
of any secure ballot drop-box.

(4) Subject to any local ordinance, a person may display yard signs on private real
property within two hundred feet of a polling place or building designated for voters
to cast ballots or a secure ballot drop-box if the property is not under common
ownership with the property on which the polling place, building, or secure ballot
drop-box is located.

(5) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class V misdemeanor.

Source:Laws 1994, LB 76, § 423; Laws 2006, LB 940, § 2; Laws 2016, LB874, § 7;
Laws 2019, LB411, § 65; Laws 2022, LB843, § 49; Laws 2024, LB287, § 61.



Campaign Finance Information:

All campaign finance information questions should be directed to:

Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission
Centre Terrace Building
1225 L St Ste 400
PO Box 95086
Lincoln, NE 68509

402-471-2522

https://nadc.nebraska.gov/




